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CONFIDENTIAL ALGIERS 1894 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIP.LE, AG 

SUBJECT: ALGERIA’S SOMETIME AMBASSADOR TO LEBANON 

REF: BEIRUT 3451 

1 . IT STRIKES US AS HIGHLY LIKELY THAT CHRISTIAN DELE- 
GATION LED BY GREEK CATHOLIC PATRIARCH MAXIMOS V HAKIM 
COMPLAINED TO PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENE ABOUT AMBASSADOR 
YAZID'S BEHAVIOR IN LEBANON DURING ITS VISIT TO ALGERIA. 

MEMBERS OF DELEGATION CERTAINLY COMPLAINED ABOUT HIM 
TO US (WHEN THEY WEREN’T BUSY BLAMING USG FOR ALL THAT 
HAS HAPPENED), AND EMBOFF PRESENT IN BEIRUT DURING HOT 
WAR HEARD ABUNDANT CRITICISM OF AMBASSADOR YAZID ALONG 
LINES OF REFTEL EVEN THEN. 

2. WE PUT NO CREDENCE, HOWEVER, IN NOTION THAT BOUMEDIENE 
ORDERED YAZID REPLACED AS RESULT OF DELEGATION'S CRITI- 
CISM. YAZID HAS HAD ONE FOOT OUT OF LEBANON FOR WELL- 
NIGH A YEAR AND HALF THANKS TO WHAT HE HIMSELF HAS 
DESCRIBED TO US AS DELIBERATE LOWERING OF DIPLOMATIC 
PROFILE IN LEBANON ON PART OF GOA. ACCORDING TO YAZID, 

HE HAS HAD JOB OF HIS CHOICE WAITING FOR HIM FOR OVER 
A YEAR, BUT GOA HAS BEEN UNWILLING TO TRANSFER HIM 
BECAUSE OF ITS LACK OF ENTHUSIASM FOR ACCREDITING NEW 
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AMBASSADOR TO PRESIDENT SARKIS. 

3. WE HAVE PRESSED YAZID ON SEVERAL WIDELY SEPARATED 
OCCASIONS AS TO WHAT HIS NEW JOB MIGHT BE. HE WILL NOT 
SAY. HIS REVILUTIONARY CREDENTIALS AND HIS MARRIAGE TO 
AN AMERICAN MAKE HIM A DIFFICULT MAN TO PLACE. SOME 
ON ALGIERS RUMOR CIRCUIT SAY HE IS TO REPLACE REDHA 
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MALEK AS MINISTER OF INFORMATION IN NEXT CABINET RESHUF- 
FLE, BUT GIVEN DISMAL PROSPECTS OF ALGERIAN INFORMATION 
WE FIND THIS HARD TO CREDIT. YAZID WOULD NOT WANT IT. 

INSTEAD, BOUMEDIENE IS LIKELY TO HARNESS YAZID'S TAT, ENTS 
AND KEEP HIM WITHIN SIGHT BY GIVING HIM PRESTIGIOUS POSITION 
AT PRESIDENCY. THIS POSSIBILITY IS SUPPORTED BY FACT 
THAT YAZID’S FAMILY IS NOW HOUSED IN VILLA PROVIDED BY 
AND ADJACENT TO PRESIDENCY. 

4. MEANWHILE, BENIGHTED LEBANESE CHARGE IN ALGIERS, 

AMINE ASSI, YEARNS FOR TRANSFER WITHOUT MUCH HOPE. HE 
HAS BEEN HERE ALMOST SIX YEARS, LONGER THAN ANY CHIEF 
OF MISSION EXCEPT PRO-NUNCIO, BUT GOL SEEMS TO HAVE 
FORGOTTEN HIM. YAZID HAS BEEN IN BEIRUT FOR OVER 
SEVEN YEARS. PERHAPS THEIR FATES ARE LINKED. HAYNES 
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